Anatomical localisation and histology of the ovine tonsils.
The topography and histologic structure of the various tonsils were studied anatomically and microscopically in 15 sheep aged between 9 and 15 months. The palatine, pharyngeal and paraepiglottic tonsils were readily visible macroscopically. They consisted mainly of secondary lymph nodules and were encapsulated in dense connective tissues. The epithelium covering the tonsils and their crypts was frequently infiltrated heavily by lymphocytes. The tubal tonsil and the tonsil of the soft palate were macroscopically visible after fixation in 2% acetic acid. These tonsils consisted of scattered lymph nodules, aggregations of lymphocytes and diffuse lymphoid tissue. They were not encapsulated, and therefore the borders of these tonsils could not be clearly delineated. The lingual tonsil was not macroscopically visible in sheep and consisted of scattered small aggregations of lymphocytes.